Page 1 of 8

	        


	
	


Guidelines for Vehicles Seeking Approval for transportation of livestock (cattle, sheep, goats, pigs), by road and ferry off the island of Ireland

(EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (ANIMAL TRANSPORT AND CONTROL POST) REGULATIONS 2006; SI 675 0F 2006)
__________________________________________________________________

Note: These notes are guidelines and Regulation 1 / 2005 should always be consulted. 

1. Identification:

· The vehicle must be identified with (i) a registration number if a rigid self propelled vehicle, or (ii) a unique, permanent, tamperproof, accessible and visible chassis number in the case of a trailer unit depending on a separate traction unit.

· The vehicle must be clearly and visibly marked indicating the presence of live animals (Annex 1 Ch II 2.1). 
2. Design Construction 
(Article 3 ( c) , also Annex 1, Ch II 1.1(a) and (d) )

· The vehicle must be designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to avoid injury and suffering and ensure the safety of the animals.  
· The vehicle must be designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to protect the animals from inclement weather, extreme temperatures and adverse changes in climatic conditions.
· It must be possible to clean and disinfect the vehicle.
· Exposed hard woods (e.g. oak, mahogany etc.) are acceptable for use in the construction/structure (e.g. as foot battens on ramp); exposed soft woods are not acceptable.   
3. Strength 

· Floors, sides, partitions, roof, and fittings must be of sufficient strength to contain the animals to be carried, and to withstand load/unload, transport and movement stresses, and handling stresses.  (Ch. II 1.1 (d))

4. Safety

(Ch.II 1.1(a) Ch.II 1.1 (d) Ch.III 1.4 (b))
The vehicle must:

· Be free of sharp edges, projections and gaps that could cause injury to animals.

· Have a secure and escape-proof animal compartment.

5. Access
(Annex I Ch.II 1.1 (f))
· On all vehicles there must be access to the animal compartment(s) when the vehicle is stationary to allow the driver/attendant to inspect and care for each animal as required. 
· it must be possible to access each pen independently from outside

· all vehicles must carry a suitable ladder to facilitate access    
6. Floor

(Ch.II 1.1 (g)  Ch.II 1.1 (h)  Ch.III 2.3 )
The floor must be constructed so as to:

· Avoid injury and suffering and to ensure the safety of the animals.
· Be easily cleaned and disinfected. 

· Of sound construction.

· Strong enough to support the animals to be carried.

· Present an anti-slip surface.

· Minimise the leakage of slurry/effluent from the vehicle. 

7. Roof : 

(Annex 1 Ch.II 1.1(b),  & Ch VI 1.1)
· “The means of transport shall be equipped with a roof of light-colour and be properly insulated”. 

· Interpretation: The vehicle should have a permanent insulated roof of sound structure. The insulation can either be a single layer (approx. 2 cm thick or more) of a recognised insulating material or a double skin/double sheet with an air gap or insulating material between the skins/sheets. The roof should be painted white or silver or similar light colours (beige/cream etc. etc.) on the outside to reflect heat. 
8. Walls :

(Annex I Ch.II 1.1(b))
Walls and ends must be so constructed as to: 

· Be sound and strong enough for the weight of the animals to be carried.
· Be easily cleanable. 
· Sufficiently enclosed to provide protection from the weather.
· Prevent escape.
9. Pen lengths/Partitions  

Vehicles must have fittings such that they can be divided into pens of appropriate length.

Partitions must ;
· Be strong enough to withstand the weight of animals. 

· Have fittings designed for quick and easy operation.

· Be of sufficient height, depth and strength to separate individual or groups of animals. 
· Provide support and prevent excess movement (chains alone will not suffice).
· Prevent animals in adjacent stalls or compartments from injuring each other.
· Be capable of being placed in different positions, to enable compartment size to be adapted as necessary. (Ch.VI 1.8)
Pen Length:

· The length and configuration of pens must be decided based on the type, size and number of animals being transported as well as the size and shape of the transport vehicle 
· The maximum allowable pen-length is 5.0m for animals of Class A and 3.7m for Classes C, D, and E.
Note: If partitions are not capable of being moved to different positions, then care must be taken by the transporter to transport only the appropriate size of animals. 
10. Tiers:

· The maximum number of tiers permitted is three.

· A tier height of  ( 90cms is required for calves, sheep, goats and pigs.

(Note: despite this minimum requirement it is possible that certain animals of the above species may not have adequate height and, as a consequence will not be permitted for loading)

· Hydraulic upper floors are required for pigs, except where a loading lift reaches the upper floor(s).

· Tiers must be so constructed as to minimise soiling of animals on lower tiers.

11. Lighting

Appropriate lighting shall be provided;

· During loading and unloading, and 

· For inspection and care during transport.
12. Loading/Unloading

· The gap between front of the ramp and the front of the truck body should not be such as could pose a risk of injury to an animal

· Ramp steps should be ≤ 21cm from ground to ramp and from ramp to vehicle

· Vehicles must be fitted with a loading bridge or loading lift

· A loading ramp must have side protection gates which should be ≥ 90cm for classes C/D/E and ≥ 130cm for class A

· The incline of a loading ramp must be ( 26.5( for class A, and  ( 20( for classes C, D and E  

· The cross battens of a loading bridge should be ( 25mm high and ( 350mm apart

13. Ventilation /Temperature Control   (Annex  I Ch.II 1.1 (e), &  Ch.III 2.6, and CH VI  3.1 ,  3.2 & 3.3)
The vehicle must have both a means of passive ventilation (i.e. ventilation apertures) and mechanical ventilation (i.e. fans).

The ventilation and temperature control systems should;

· Maintain appropriate airflow, air quality. 

· Provide sufficient ventilation for the number of animals and weather prevailing throughout journey.

· Be able to cope with ‘worst case’ situation - e.g. when vehicle is stationary in hot weather. 

· Be able to maintain the temperature within the animal compartment between  5ºC and 30ºC (+/- 5ºC)
· Ventilation apertures must be adjustable for differing climatic conditions.
· Ventilation apertures must be distributed evenly between tiers and along the length of the vehicle

· Ventilation apertures must be positioned at least 400mm above floor level in the case of animals of Class D and E, at least 600mm above floor level in the case of animals of Class C, and at least 100cm above floor level in the case of animals of Class A 

· The ventilation surface area should be (20% of the side wall surface area

· It must be possible to close all ventilation apertures, tarpaulin covers are not acceptable

· Ventilation apertures must be positioned within 5cm of the top of each tier
· Ventilation apertures with any dimension greater than 13cm must be equipped with guard rails. Fan(s), supplying or exhausting air, must be fitted and should be suitably positioned in conjunction with natural apertures to enable a uniform airflow through the animal compartment that effectively removes heat and moisture produced by the animals. 

· The mechanical ventilation system (fans) must have a minimum airflow of nominal capacity of 60 m3/hour/KN of payload*. Please note that this equates to an airflow capacity of 600 m3/hour/Tonne of payload. 

· *Interpretation: Transporters or coach-builders installing fans should seek specialist advice where necessary, as the capacity of fans will vary. As a rule of thumb at least one fan per pen is required. If in doubt please consult with the fan manufacturers or suppliers or refer to the data sheet/specifications supplied with the fans. 

· The fans must be able to operate for a minimum of 4 hours independently of the vehicle engine. In practice this means that the fan can operate for 4 hours when the engine is switched off. If the fans can operate with the engine off but the key switched to the “accessories” position that is satisfactory. 
· A temperature monitoring and recording system must be fitted and there must be a warning system to alert the driver when the temperature in the animal compartment reaches the maximum or minimum limit. From the 1st of January 2011 all temperature monitoring systems must be capable of giving a printed report of the temperatures recorded in the vehicle.  

 Note: No specifications are laid down for such a system; the onus is on the transporter to demonstrate a system capable of performing both functions. Records must be kept for 12 months. 
14. Securing of Vehicle on ferries (Lashing Points): (Annex I Ch II 3.2)

· There must be a sufficient number of adequately designed, positioned (adequately spaced) and maintained securing points (lashing points) on each vehicle so that it can be securely fastened to the ferry.

· Securing points (lashing points) must be attached to a secure point on the frame of the vehicle.

· Lashing points must be located so that lashings can be readily and safely attached through a wide angle forwards and backwards without interference from side guards, fuel tanks or other trailer parts.

· If lashing points are partially or wholly hidden from view, then  in order to avoid the attachment of lashings to an unsuitable point on the vehicles,  their locations shall be clearly indicated by an arrow or sign painted with an easily visible colour (yellow is the suggested colour). 

· The internal free passage of the lashing point aperture on the truck must be at least

80mm to accommodate the hooks of the chains used on many ferries.

· The minimum number of securing points required must be in accordance with the following table:

	Gross weight of Road Vehicle

(tonnes)
	Minimum number of securing points 



	Up to 3.5 tonnes*
	2 (as a minimum); either one centrally 

located at the front and one at the back, or one centrally located at either side) *

	3.5 – 20.0
	4 (2 on either side)**

	20.0 – 30.0
	6 (3 on either side)***

	30.0 – 40.0
	8 (4 on either side)****


*Please note that even on trucks of less than 3.5 tonnes it is recommended that 4 lashing points are provided (one at or near each corner).

 **On some existing trucks between 3.5-20 tonnes there may be two lashing points at the rear and one centrally located towing point at the front, to which two lashing chains can be attached (one from either side), i.e. only three lashing points but allowing 4 lashing chains in total to be attached. This can be accepted.   

*** On some existing trucks between 20-30 tonnes there may be two lashing points at the rear, two along the side and one centrally located towing point at the front, to which two lashing chains can be attached (one from either side), i.e. only five lashing points but allowing 6 lashing chains in total to be attached. This can be accepted.   

****On some existing trucks between 30-40 tonnes there may be three lashing points along either side and one centrally located towing point at the front, to which two lashing chains can be attached (one from either side), i.e. only seven lashing points but allowing 4 lashing chains in total to be attached.    

15. Facilities for provision of liquids on board vehicles (Annex I Ch.VI 2.1  Ch.VI 2.2  Ch.VI 2.3)
· All vehicles must be fitted with an automatic water system 

· The capacity of the water tanks shall be at least 1.5% of the maximum payload of the vehicle. As a rule of thumb this is just over 5 litres per 350kg weanling.  

· There must be a means of checking the water level in the tanks. A simple system using a gravity-fed clear plastic pipe attached to the tank is adequate.

· The system fitted must be suitable for the class(es) of animal to be carried 

· There must be at least two adequately spaced water points available to each pen (Note that in the case of larger pens e.g. >3.7m there may be a need for additional water points).  

· A nipple drinker system must be in place in vehicles intended for the carriage of pigs (class D & E); it should be positioned at a height no greater than 40cm for class D.

16. Feed 
(Annex I Ch.VI 1.3)
Vehicles must;

· Carry sufficient appropriate feed for journey. 
· Protect feed from weather and contaminants.
17. Navigation System (Satellite Tracking System)* (Annex 1 Ch VI  4.1)

All vehicles being approved for the first time and those being re-inspected for approval must be equipped with a satellite tracking system that meets the requirements of Regulation 1 of 2005.  This means that the system installed must comprise of at least the following components: 
(a) An On Board Unit (OBU) which unit which is capable of collecting, recording and storing at least the following information:

I. The geographical positioning of the vehicle, departure and arrival times, together with a record of any stops and their duration;

II. The name and authorisation number of the transporter; 

III. The approval number of the transport vehicle;

IV. The name of the driver;

V. The reason for any difference between the actual and proposed itinerary;

VI. The number of animals that have been injured or died during the journey and the reasons for their injuries/deaths;

VII. The opening and closing of entry points to the vehicle for loading and unloading of animals.

(b) A method of interrogating the system so that the data above may be provided at any stage during a journey. 

The system installed must be capable of providing at least the information listed at (a) above for example during a roadside check (see explanatory note below for further detail on this requirement).  

In addition;

· The records obtained from the satellite tracking system must be retained by the transporter for a period of at least three years and be made available to the competent authority upon request, and, 
*Explanatory note on satellite navigation systems 

A satellite navigation system, commonly used to plan routes, is not the same as a satellite tracking system, which is the system required by the legislation. The system required is defined in the legislation as “satellite based infrastructures providing global, continuous, accurate and guaranteed timing and positioning services or any technology providing services deemed equivalent for the purpose of the Regulation”.  The purpose of the satellite tracking system is to allow enforcement officers check the details of any journey against what is set out in the paper journey log, in order to verify compliance with the Regulation. 

In relation to point (b) above, the legislation specifies that the satellite tracking system must record and “provide” the relevant information. It does not currently specify the method by which the information should be provided. However from a practical point of view it is preferable that the information be available to an official for example at the time of a roadside check e.g. using a laptop or PDA (personal digital assistant) type device. However an internet based system whereby the officer is required to log into the system, or any system where the data is provided by a third party data management company, at a later date, is technically acceptable under the current legislative requirements also. 

As illustrated by points (a) and (b) above, the current legislation provides for the bare minimum functionality of any satellite tracking system. However the EU Commission is currently reviewing the requirements for satellite tracking systems, and has given a clear indication that additional functionality will be required of such systems in the near future. Therefore it is strongly recommended that all satellite tracking systems installed should have the flexibility to be enhanced as the new requirements are implemented. 
19. Roadworthiness of Vehicles


A Certificate of Roadworthiness shall accompany all vehicles presented for approval, unless such vehicles are new or less than 1 year old.

*Classes of animals:

Class A:  Cattle over 0.9m

Class B:  Horses

Class C: Sheep, Goats, Cattle less than or equal to 0.9m 

Class D: Pigs less than or equal to 25kg weight 

ClassE:  Pigs greater than 25kg weight
Further information in relation to animal transport is available on the Department of Agriculture Website at the following link

www.agriculture.gov.ie/animaltransport  

May 2011


