	Information Note for Applicants for a herd/flock number for Cattle, Sheep and/or Goats.
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Please Note: -

· A Herd/flocknumber is an administrative device, issued by the District Veterinary Office (DVO) to a distinct herd/flock, solely for the purposes of disease control.

· A herd/flocknumber issued by the Department to any particular individual acting as the keeper, does not infer ownership of lands or any animals tested under that herdnumber.

· For the various eradication schemes, animal identification regulations and record keeping purposes a “keeper” is a natural person responsible for the care and maintenance of animals.
· If single payment entitlements are to be transferred a SPSTE form for the relevant year is required.
The conditions: - Listed below 1-7 are the principle conditions that are assessed by the DVO before a herd/flocknumber may issue. In seeking to prevent disease transmission, these conditions include that the individual herd/flock in question (see “herd” definition below) must fulfil the following criteria:

1) That the herd/flock occupies a defined holding (see “holding” definition below).

2) That there are separate entrances to the holding.

3) That entry points onto other adjoining holdings/lands, not part of the application, are permanently blocked. 

4) That perimeter fencing should be stock-proof at a minimum and also prevent direct contact between stock on contiguous or adjoining holdings.

5) That there are independent and separate facilities such as 

a. Separate cattle crush or sheep/goat handling facilities, 

b. Separate feeding and watering facilities.

c. Separate farm machinery

6) That there are adequate facilities for the purpose of inspection, isolation, loading, unloading, marshalling, watering, feeding, treatment of sick/injured animals and housing as appropriate. 

7) That there are adequate facilities for animal bedding and the collection of manure and wastewater.
To summarise the conditions are that the herd/flock must be maintained separately without intermixing of stock from other herds/flocks and that the herd/flock is managed as an independent unit.

Legal Definitions: -

For your information, the following extracts from the legislation: – defines 

"herd" means the animals which are for the time being on a particular holding and in case only one animal is for the time being on a particular holding, the animal shall for the purpose of this Order be regarded as being a herd;

"holding", means all the land either used by an owner of animals, whether solely or jointly with any other person or persons, for farming purposes or used by a dealer for or in connection with an animal purchased or disposed of (by sale or otherwise) by him;

The Forms to use: -

ER1.   The application form for a herdnumber or flocknumber is called an ER1 and the applicant keeper must complete and sign this form. The applicant keeper has to be a real live person over 18 years of age; - it may be one of the owners of the land/animals but it could be an employee. 

ER1.1.  Where the keeper is not the sole person with an interest in the herd/flocknumber/animals, the additional form ER1.1 provides the means for other persons/companies/institutions to register their interest in the role as ‘Herdowner(s)’ and to agree to the details of the keeper and the bank account. Multiple Persons wishing to register an interest in the herd can and will therefore be recorded on the Departments systems in the ‘Herdowner’ role. “The Herdowner” means the nominated company or entity or person(s) associated with a specific herdnumber to whom any payments are made.  The "keeper" role is classified as a non-financial role and therefore it is not possible to make payments to “keepers”. It is only possible to make payments to ‘Herdowners’. For example (i) John and Mary Smith jointly own a farm. In this case John and Mary can be recorded jointly as the ‘Herdowner’ and receive payments but they must agree which of them will be the keeper as only a single name can appear in the keeper role. Example (ii) Acme Farms Ltd. owns a farm and Chris Tree is the manager responsible for the day-to-day running of the farm. Acme Farms Ltd is recorded in the ‘Herdowner’ role and Chris Tree is recorded in the ‘keeper’ role.

ERBD.  If the ‘Herdowners’ choose to avail of the Direct Credit facility from the Department whereby any payments that may fall due will be paid directly into an account there is third form called the ERBD and this should be completed. All forms when completed should be returned to the local District Veterinary Office.
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