Draft Report of Meeting of Equine Committee held in Backweston on 28 February 2011. 

Attendance: Dept: P Rogan, CVO; M. Blake DCVO; Dr. M.Gunn, DVRL; P. Brangan and K. OConnor 
A Corbally HRI; Dr. Vivienne Duggan, Vety. Ireland; Jonathan Guy DARDNI; Nicholas Hannon, Irish Harness Racing Club; John OConnor ITBA;  Michael O’Hagan ITM; Dr. D  Leadon IEC and Ann Munnelly BBA Ireland Ltd ; 
This first meeting of the newly appointed Equine Liaison Committee was chaired by the Chief Veterinary Officer, Mr. Paddy Rogan, who, in his introductory remarks, recalled that the re-establishment of the Committee arose from National Seminar on Equine Biosecurity in  July 2010 following which,  as he had outlined at the meeting of stakeholders in December, it had been decided  that a small representative group of not more than 7/8 would be set up to represent the industry at all levels. Mr Rogan emphasised that the primary focus of the group would on be animal disease rather than animal welfare (which is already catered for in other fora). He said that the Department was keen to develop strong communication links with all horse owners in Ireland for the purposes of disease control and the group had been chosen carefully as means of ensuring that it could represent the horse industry at every level and could also serve as a conduit of information to and from the industry.   

Dr. Leadon responded that this was a very welcome development which sent a very good signal to the industry both at home and abroad. He welcomed the particular emphasis on animal health. Mr. Guy reported on discussions within Northern Ireland relating to equine health strategies and requested that consideration be given to inviting the Equine Council for Northern Ireland –the organisation representative of the horse industry in Northern Ireland – to be represented on this group. It was agreed that the Council would be invited to be represented on the Committee. 

Terms of Reference 
The following terms of reference were agreed. 
1. Developing effective communication links with the equine industry and across the industry itself.
2. Promoting the development and implementation of basic bio-security measures for each sector of the industry. 

3. Assisting in the development of animal health strategies for the industry, and
4. Other equine health related issues- examples of which are premises registration/transfer of ownership. 
Communication Strategies 

As regards communication (No.1), it was agreed that the Department would communicate an agreed report of each meeting to the members and to the wider group of stakeholders and that each of the organisations represented would post this on their websites. Papers emanating from the Group could also be disseminated as considered necessary to other interested parties such as local authorities, passport authorities etc., via the communication network already in place within the Department. Dr Duggan said that it was important to have access to the entire horse sector, including the unregulated sector, a point echoed by Mr OConnor who said that the  horse industry must be defined as there were a number of different horse populations in the country. 
Disease Issues 
a. Emerging exotic diseases.

Dr Leadon said that in his view, EVA is an ongoing threat in particular if semen is imported illegally, which in turn precludes registration.  He had, following the meeting in December, received the Departmental (from Ms S. Gaynor) risk-assessment for African Horse Sickness which shows Ireland to be at low risk to AHS, because of low density of vectors. Dr Gunn said that Glanders should not be overlooked as a potential risk and that Western Nile Fever is also of significance. Dr Duggan commented that vaccine for WNF is very effective. 
b. Codes of Practice – value beyond thoroughbred breeding 
The consensus was that adherence to  Codes of Practice  is of the utmost importance not least because the Tripartite Agreement is based on such Codes of Practice for the thoroughbred sector. Less than full compliance with these codes puts the whole sector at risk. Mr OConnor said that while adherence to the codes was voluntary, it was important to remember that the Thoroughbred sector is the most highly tested of the sectors. It was agreed that this will be an ongoing item for future meetings when the wider issue of developing appropriate codes for wider application will be considered. 
c. EVA- need for review of current response 
It was also agreed that this item will be considered in depth at future meetings. The different approaches in UK and France were briefly discussed. Dr. Leadon gave an overview of the evolving UK policy on EVA testing in vaccinated stallions and undertook to keep the members of the Committee informed of developments. 
Update on Equine Identification 

Mr Blake informed the group that the national legislation to enforce Commission  Regulation 504/2008 (EC)  (which sets out the identification requirements for  equines, including elements relating to eligibility for the food chain) is nearing completion, which will then enable more robust enforcement. 
Other issues 

The Department indicated that it proposes to now proceed with preparing legislation to enable registration of premises in order to have a database for communication as is currently the case in relation to other animals. (bovines, pigs and poultry) and sought views from the Committee. It further indicated that it was also disposed to proceed with plans to also require the transfer of ownership of horses – for sole purpose of animal health and welfare.   Mr Rogan said that the Department will consult with the interested parties, and in particular with  Weatherby’s  in relation to this legislation. 

Next meeting 
To be agreed – May/June 

