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Controls in AI stations and embryo teams in Ireland

In order to ensure that the standards of bovine AI centres and embryo teams are in line with those laid down by the European Commission, the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food is involved in the initial approval of these centres and also in subsequent regular inspection of these premise.

The approval process begins with an application by the interested party, and on foot of an inspection performed by veterinary inspectors a recommendation is provided, which may be for or against approval of the centre or team. Factors the veterinary inspector will take into account during their inspection include the suitability of the buildings or vehicles, the isolation of the centre so as to limit exposure to pathogens, the record keeping facilities of the centre and the testing procedures for animals 

Once approved, the teams or centres are subject to inspections by veterinary inspectors from their local district veterinary office. These inspections take place a minimum of twice a year but inspections may be carried out more frequently should the inspector feel this is warranted. During these inspections the integrity of the facility, the measures in place to limit any animal health risk, the adherence of personnel to these measure and records pertaining to the movement of animals, semen and embryos are, amongst others, assessed. This ensures that the risk of the spread of disease as a result of the activities of these centres or teams is kept at a minimum.

Should non-compliances be found during the course of inspections, follow-up procedures may include the resolution of the issues identified in clearly defined timescales, the quarantine and/or destruction of semen or embryos, the recall of such products from the market and the suspension or permanent withdrawal of the status of a centre.

Further information on these controls maybe obtained from the Livestock Breeding Section, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Government Buildings, Farnham Street,Cavan
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