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In this Issue: Welcome to my Newsletter. | intend to use this method of
communication to keep you up to speed on topical issues within my
. CAP Department. | am very proud to hold the position of Minister for
S Agriculture, Food and the Marine which covers a wide remit. As | have
frequently said, | am ambitious for the future of Irish agriculture. The
® Milk Quotas Government believes that the sector has tremendous, untapped

potential that we must realise. The agri-food sector is hugely important
not alone to the Irish economy but to thousands of rural communities
throughout the country. The industry is responsible for over 150,000

. Single Payments

(] Reps 4 jobs with an annual output of around ¢
beyond the farm gate and into communities throughout the length and
° AEOS breadth of this country.

I hope that this newsletter, which will be updated regularly, will keep
you informed of the progress and developments within this sector. If

o Disadvantaged . ' ; ’
you feel it can be improved in any way or if you have any other

Areas . o
- suggestions on better methods of communication, please let me
know.
. Suckler Cow Welfare
. Simon Coveney, T.D.
o Targeted Agricultural Y,
Modernisation

Scheme (TAMS)
. EIA reqgulations

o Food Harvest 2020

. Fisheries
. Farm Safety

. Ploughing Pictures
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CAP

| welcome that fact that the legal proposals are finally on the table and that we can now get down to the real work of

decision-making to establish the policy framework for EU agriculture in the years ahead. A great deal of work had

already been done by Ireland in the lead up to the proposals but the negotiations now move to another level.

While there are some positives in the proposals from an Irish perspective, there are also aspects that | am not
happy with. The priority for me is to retain Irish agriculture funding and to ensure that we have a strong and
effective CAP which will support our ambitions for the sector as set out most recently in Food Harvest 2020:
Milestones for Success. The proposed redistribution of funds between Member States largely protects our pillar 1
funding - and closely reflects proposals made by Ireland in the earlier discussions - but a threat still hangs over our
funding for rural development. | am determined to fight to retain our CAP funds.

In relation to the Single Payment Scheme, the Commission is proposing that the current scheme will be replaced by
a new payment model made up of a number of different elements and moving eventually to a uniform national or

regional rate of payment.

The proposals envisage that the individual historic reference will be replaced by a model based on regional or
national averages. Unfortunately there has been little support among other Member States for a continuation of the
historic model of payments used by Ireland. There is a target date of 2019 for achieving a uniform value of all basic

payment entitlements in a Member State or region of a Member State.

My priority will be to seek as much flexibility as possible for Member States so we can put in place a payment model
best suited to Irish conditions and to the development of the Irish farming system. | will also be looking for
appropriate transitional arrangements, and | am not happy with the front loaded transition process in the

Commission proposals. This will be a major focus of the negotiations over the next year or two.

My Department is already engaged with stakeholders on this issue and will now intensify consultations on

appropriate payment models for Ireland.

There has been much speculation in the media recently about the use of 2014 as a reference year for the
establishment of entitlements. Under the proposal, new payment entitlements will be allocated in 2014 to active
farmers who used at least one payment entitlement in 2011. Entitlements will be established for the farmer who

declares the land in 2014 and will be based on the eligible area declared by the farmer for that year.

| am of course aware that there is concern that the proposals could lead to land market distortions and would not be
in the best interests of productive farmers. | have conveyed these views to the Commission and will continue to
press this point. My advice to farmers at this point is not to make any rash decisions based on the proposals now to
hand. They will be clarified and elaborated in the course of the negotiations and may change substantially from

what is currently on the table.

As expected, the Commission is proposing that 30% of the national ceiling be set aside for greening, that is, a new
payment per hectare payable to farmers for following agricultural practices beneficial for the climate and the
environment. The Government supports the idea of encouraging sustainable forms of agriculture which is at the
heart of the food harvest 2020 strategy. However, | have considerable difficulty with the proposals as they stand.
The existence of a separate greening measure will complicate our existing Single Payment Scheme. It will also
hasten the movement towards uniform national or regional payment rates. | am conscious that the CAP already
delivers considerable greening. Thus, in order to avoid excessive bureaucracy, we should consider alternative

approaches which achieve the same ends but with less red tape.
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CAP

| welcome the proposal in relation to Young Farmers, which mandates Member States to use up to 2% of the
national ceiling to make top-up payments to young farmers for a five year period. This is a proposal that Ireland
was particularly active in pressing with the Commission. We are all aware that there is a need to improve the age
structure of our agricultural work force, and to support well-educated young farmers who will be the platform for
further innovation and growth in our agriculture industry. | think therefore that it is sensible to provide for support to
young farmers in both Pillar 1 and Pillar 2 of the CAP.

There is also a proposed scheme for small scale farmers who, as an alternative to tiered direct payments, may opt

for lump sum payments of between 0500 and 01, 000.

As to the proposed objectives for rural development, | welcome the fact that the three current objectives of
competitiveness, sustainable management of natural resources and the wider rural economy are retained. | am
also pleased that the requirement to maintain an axis balance between the three objectives has been abolished
because it added unnecessary rigidity to the current regime. The axis balance system has been replaced by six
priorities for rural development which are broad ranging and will allow us more flexibility in how we spend our

funding.

There are some interesting new options which include new measures for farm and business development that
provide start up aid for young farmers, small farms and non-agricultural activities. The latter provide considerable
scope as they are directed at farmers, farm households and SMEs and Micro Enterprises. The new options to
facilitate cooperative projects and to address risk management may also be of interest. Producer groups also
feature in the menu of measures available. Support for LEADER activities will also be a part of our next
programme. Of course, my priority for rural development is to maintain support for on-farm investment, including
appropriate support for afforestation, to assist the restructuring that is necessary to improve competitiveness and

help in delivering the Food Harvest 2020 strategy.

A new stand alone organic measure for farmers who convert to or maintain organic farming practices is also of

interest with rates of support similar to those proposed for agri environment.

It is proposed to abolish sugar quotas by 30 September 2015. | support this objective. | believe it is the best
approach from an Irish perspective and would allow commercial interests to look at the possibilities for sugar

production in this country in the future.

My priority in regard to market supports is to ensure we retain the possibility to intervene in the market when that is
necessary to maintain prices at least at safety-net level. There will be more price volatility in the years to come, and
we need to remember the lessons we learned in 2009 about the value of market supports in the dairy sector at that

time. We must also ensure that there are adequate funds available and accessible for these measures.

At this stage these are proposals only, not final texts. Negotiations will be taking place at political and technical level
over the next year or more and it is highly likely that the current texts will be significantly altered before final

agreement is reached.

Click here for further information on CAP
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Milk Quotas

The up to date position on milk quotas as outlined by Minister Coveney on oral questions in the Dail on 6" October.:

| and my Department have been raising the question of an adjustment to the milk quota regime at political and
official level, and at Commission level, in recent months in order to secure a soft landing for all Member States in
the lead-up to milk quota abolition in 2015. | have discussed this with other EU Agriculture Ministers including, most
recently, with my French counterpart in a bilateral meeting in Paris last week.

Among the options discussed in relation to a soft landing are the front-loading of the remaining quota increases, a
reduction in the super levy, a further reduction in butterfat correction levels, or a kind of EU flexi-milk arrangement
which would operate provided EU production overall was within quota.

However, | have to emphasise that the Commission has consistently resisted attempts to reconsider this issue, as it
has resisted attempts to revisit the outcome of the 2008 CAP Health Check agreement in an overall sense. This is a
view which is supported by a number of Member States, some of whom are firmly against any further adjustment to
the Health Check agreement. It is also the case that only a minority of Member states is likely to be adversely
affected by the current quota restrictions, and therefore persuading a qualified majority to agree to an adjustment of
the current regime represents a significant challenge.

Irish dairy farmers must therefore continue to operate on the assumption that no further changes will be made to the
milk quota arrangements agreed in the context of the CAP Health Check. This is extremely important, and | cannot
emphasise the point strongly enough. Milk deliveries in the 2010/2011 milk quota year were only just below quota,
and deliveries in 2011/2012 to date are significantly ahead of quota.

With a super levy an increasing likelihood as we head towards quota abolition, all dairy farmers must carefully plan

their production activities and pay close attention to the limitations imposed by the quota regime if they are to avoid
potentially ruinous super levy fines.

Click here for further information on Milk Quota
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Single Payments

The Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Simon Coveney TD, said today "I am pleased to confirm that
these payments have started issuing, directly toHd ar
wentontosay" t hese advance payments, worth in excess of 04
farmers whose applications are cleared at this stage and that further ongoing payments will continue to issue as
individual cases are cleared".

The payments are issuing six weeks ahead of the payment date laid down in the governing EU Regulations, directly
as a result of the case he had made to the EU Commissioner earlier this year. "At that stage, mindful of the
beneficial economic effects on the farming community and the wider rural economy, | approached the
Commissioner and successfully argued for agreement to make these payments earlier" the Minister explained,
adding "this is the earliest date that could be agreed, it is the start of the new EU financial year".

The Minister said that it was important to note that payments will continue to be made under the Single Farm
Payment Scheme as applications were cleared for payment. "I would like to remind farmers, who have outstanding
correspondence with my Department to respond immediately in order that the applications can be cleared for
payment".

He added that additional payments would continue to be made up to 1 December when the 50% balancing

payments are scheduled to commence issuing. "I am confident that, by year-end, the vast bulk of the SFP will have
been paid, the total value of which will be in exces:

To view Press Release infull clickhere:Coveney announces U487M in paymen

Click here for further information on the Single Payment Scheme
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REPS (Rural Environment Protection Scheme), is a Scheme designed to reward Farmers for carrying our their
farming activities in an environmentally friendly manner and to bring about environmental improvement on existing
farms.
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There were over 3,000 successful applications for REPS4 and all have a five year contract in the scheme. 98% of
LATEST PRESS the stage payments for 2010 have been made; the remaining 700 plans have failed to pass the necessary
RELEASES administrative checks and continuous efforts are being made to process these files to payment stage. The target to
complete these checks is the end of October.
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AEOS

Payments to farmers who joined the Agri  -Environment Options Scheme in 2010 (AEOS 1)

8,400 farmers are now approved into AEOS 1. The first stage payments of 75% for 2010 have issued to 1,731

farmers, at an average amount of circa Ga4700 per f ar me
year of 2011 is expected to issue in November; maxi mt
A new AEOS scheme was | aunched in 2011 which wildl proc

annum. Farmers who had completed their REPS contracts by 30 April 2011 were eligible to join the new AEOS
scheme. The 6,886 applications received are currently being progressed to approval stage. Farmers will be notified
shortly if they have been successful.

Click here for further information on the AEOS Scheme

Left: Minister for Agriculture, Food and the
Marine, Simon Coveney T.D. harvesting
Quench Spring Barley on his home farm at
Robertds Cove, Co Cor

Photo taken by Donal
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Disadvantaged Areas

Update on DAS Payments:

Disadvantaged Areas Scheme also continues to issue, as cases are confirmed eligible. "While
DAS payments only started issuing three week
over 82,500 farmers. H o w e-flo situatioms, Imalvé put the aecesdars r
arrangements in place to ensure that the remaining payments issue as soon as possible" the
Minister said, adding "As in case of the Single Farm Payment, | would, urge any farmer who has
been written to by my Department, to respond without delay, as, by doing so, issues which delay
payments can be speedily resolved" the Minister added.

The 2011 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme

The 2011 Disadvantaged Areas Scheme (DAS) forms part of the Rural Development programme
2007 to 2013, under which, an across-the-board increase of 8%, over and above the 2006 basic
rates, apply;

-0109. 71 for each of the first 10 hectar
-095.99 for each of the next 35 hectares
-095.99 per hectare on More Severely Han
-082.27 per hectare on Less Severely Han
Handicaps.

Approximately 102,000 farmers benefit under the Scheme annually.

Reduction in funding with effect from the 2009 Scheme

The total expenditure in 2009 amounted to ov
from 45 hectares to 34 hectares. While overall expenditure fell, aimost 67,000 farmers did not
suffer any reduction in their payments.

EU review of the Scheme

The EU Commission is currently conducting a review of the Disadvantaged Area Scheme across
the Community. A new system will not be introduced before expiry of the current Rural
Development Programme in 2013.

Click here for further information on Disadvantaged areas

Coveney Urges Farmers to get On-Line

Photograph courtesy of The Farmers Journal
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Approximately 54,000 farmers applied to participate in the Suckler Welfare Scheme in 2008 but
this number has reduced to approx. 45,000 participants with animals born during 2010 due to
voluntary withdrawals or disqualifications from the Scheme for non-completion of any of the
required measures. To date in excess of 0100m has
and 2010.

Reaqister for Newsletter

| recently announced that information relating to the measures required under this Scheme has to
be submitted within one year of each animal és birth
submitted promptly and the purpose of this rule is to ensure timely receipt of date to enable

payments to issue as soon as possible.
LATEST PRESS

RELEASES Eligible Suckler cows:

An eligible Suckler Cow shall mean a Suckler Cow which:

In this Issue: o

1. Belongs to a beef breed, or is sired by a beef breed
CAP

2. Is not a cow used to supply milk commercially
Milk Quotas

3. Is part of a herd intended for rearing calves for meat production
Single Payments

4. Rears a calf by suckling
Reps 4

5. Is in the ownership and possession of the applicant, and maintained on the
AEOS holding
Disadvantaged 6. Is properly tagged, registered and recorded in accordance with CMMS rules
Areas

7. Is inseminated either through normal service or Al, to a bull of a beef breed
Suckler Cow Welfare

8. Calves after the date of receipt of the application by the Department. Gives
Targeted Agricultural birth (dead or alive) in the applicants herd and, is tagged and registered to that

cow.

Modernisation

Scheme (TAMS)

Click here for further information on the Suckler Welfare Scheme

EIA reqgulations

Food Harvest 2020
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TAMS

(a) Targeted Agricultural Modernisation Scheme (TAMS)
Each of the following schemes were suspended on 8 June 2011.

Sheep Fencing/Mobile Handling Equipment Scheme

The Sheep Fencing/Handling Scheme was introduced on 1 November 2010 and provides grant-aid
at a rate of 40% for the provision of fencing and mobile handling equipment on Irish sheep farms.
l abl e

The maxi mum grant avai under the Scheme

process all eligible applications to approval stage.

Sow Housing Welfare Scheme

The aim of the Sow Welfare Scheme is to assist farmers bring their facilities up to the standards
required by the new EU animal welfare rules which enter into force on 1 January 2013. It provides
granttai d at a rate of 40% up to a maximum el i gi
grant of 0120, 000. There is sufficient money
to the suspension of the Scheme.

Dairy Equipment Scheme

Of the 842 applications received, 750 were received during the first tranche which closed on 3 May
2011. As there is sufficient funding available, all eligible applications received prior to 8 June will
be processed to approval stage.

Click here for further information on the above schemes
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EIA Regulations

On Thursday 8 September 2011, Minister Coveney signed into law the European Communities
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Agriculture) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 456 of 2011) to
address the findings of the European Court of Justice against Ireland in the manner that the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive (85/337/EEC), as amended, was transposed
into Irish law. This followed intensive discussions held with the European Commission over the
summer months.

The Court found that Ireland was over-reliant on size thresholds and did not take other relevant
criteria, such as the cumulative impacts of development, the location of the development or activity
relative to sensitive sites etc, into account.

The Regulations relate to three categories of projects -

. restructuring of rural land holdings,
. the use of uncultivated land or semi-natural areas for intensive agriculture, and
. land drainage works on lands used for agriculture

Up to now all these activities were covered under the planning system. Now, with the exception of
the drainage and reclamation of wetlands, all other activities are now regulated by my Department.
These Regulations provide for a screening and consent system that will not only satisfy the
requirements of the Directive but will also provide a practical and workable solution for farmers.

Activities under the thresholds set out in the Regulations (see table below), that do not have an
adverse impact on the environment, can proceed without having to be screened by my
Department. Above these thresholds farmers will have to apply for screening to see whether the
proposed activity can proceed or if it will require an Environmental Impact Assessment to be
carried out. There will be no cost involved in the screening application. It will be a relatively
straightforward process and each application will be adjudicated upon on a case by case basis in a
timely manner, taking into account the relevant criteria outlined in the Directive.

Mandatory Environmental Impact Assessments will only be required for larger projects which are
above specific thresholds set out in the Regulations.

In practical terms, this process ensures a workable solution has been put in place that will minimise
the administrative burden on farmers, keep the process, with the exception of drainage and
reclamation of wetlands, outside of the planning system and also ensure that Ireland should not be
open to the imposition of very large daily fines for non compliance with the European Court of
Justice finding.

The Regulations will be underpinned by a comprehensive guidance document, a draft of which will
be published in the coming days. Consultations and engagement with relevant stakeholders and
the Commission will then take place on the guidance. It is envisaged that this consultation period
will be open for four weeks.

When will the Department of Agriculture publish details of its new regulations ?

I was in contact with the European Commission on this issue in August and arranged for officials to
meet with the Commission to agree, as soon as possible, a workable resolution to this case, which
will not impose an unnecessary burden on farmers. These discussions are ongoing and progress
is being made. It remains our intention (i.e. Departments of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food and
Environment, Community and Local Government) to enact the two sets of regulations in advance
of Ireland submitting a defence in this case to the European court of Justice by 8th September
(extension granted by ECJ for filing the defence).

Meeting with Farm Bodies

When these discussions have been finalised, officials will arrange to meet the farm bodies to
discuss the new screening and consent system, in advance of the introduction of the Regulations.
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Thresholds

1 (a) Re-structuring of rural landholdings

Screening by DAFF for Full EIA
EIA
Reqgister for Newsletter Removing a length of field boundary Above 500 metres Above 4
Kilometres
Area of lands being rsetructured by the | Above 5 hectares Above 50
LATEST PRESS o | Ao e
e-contouring (within the farm holdin ove 2 Hectares ove 5 Hectares
RELEASES 9 ¢
In this | ) 1 (b) Use of uncultivated or seminatural land for intensive agriculture and field/land drainage
N this Issue: works, including irrigation but excluding drainage or reclamation of wetlands
. CAP -
Screening by DAFF for EIA Full EIA
° Milk Quotas Starting to use woultivated land or Above 5 hectares Above 50 Hectares
. seminatural land for intensive
O w agricu|ture
Field/land drainage works, including| Above 15 Hectares Above 50 Hectares
° Reps 4 irrigation but excluding wetlands
o AEQOS

. 1(c) Drainage or reclamation of wetlands (under planning system)
. Disadvantaged

Areas -
- Screening for EIA Full EIA
. Suckler Cow Welfare Drainage or reclamation of Above 0.1 Hectares Above 2 Hectares
wetlands
. Targeted Agricultural

Modernisation

Scheme (TAMS)
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Ministers secure agreement on EIA Regulations for On-Farm Developments
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The main targets set under Food Harvest 2020 were to:

. I ncrease the value of primary output in the agr
increase on the 2007-2009 average.

Register for Newsletter . Increase the value added in the agri-food, fisheries and wood products sector by 40% compared to 2008.
. Achieve an export target of 12 billion for the
LATEST PRESS 2009 average.

RELEASES

The CSO data shows that the value of the agri-food and fisheries sector has shown a significant increase in 2010

over 2009 values. Specifically the value of overall primary output increased by 28% in 2010. This included a 40%

In this Issue: increase in the value of milk output, 1.8% for beef, 81% for cereals and pigs 9%. In 2010, total food and drink
exports reached 07,884 mill i on, Theruréenntendemexports dfalsolpdsitre
CAP with the first six months of 2011 showing a 14% improvement on the same period in 2010. Final year projections
. are for exports of the order of 08.9 billion.
Milk Quotas
Single Payments These underlying trends provide a sound basis for achieving the FH2020 targets and to secure success | set the
following interim milestones for 2013 and 2015 under Milestones for Success.
Reps 4
2013 2015
AEQOS
Primary Output Il ncrease val ue by| Inciedsdvaue by
Disadvantaged | | —
NS Value Added Il ncrease val ue by| Incieddvaue by
Exports Achieve 09bn in e cohritesv e 0[10bn
Suckler Cow Welfare P XAp
Targeted Agricultural
Modernisation
Scheme (TAMS) | am personally driving progress on the FH2020 report, and through the efforts of the High Level Implementation

Committee, | consider that good progress has been made in the past year as illustrated by the above export figures.
EIA regulations Details of all initiatives being p uilestonesdor Suocesdda tien hlaw

last. This is the first progress report on Food Harvest 2020 implementation and is now available on the
Food Harvest 2020

Depart ment 6 sswwaglicslturé.gev.igagri-foodindustry/foodharvest2020.
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VOLUME 1 Fisheries

Issue 1 The up to date position on the Common Fisheries Policy as outlined by Minister Simon Coveney on oral questions
in the Dail on 6™ October.

The Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) is scheduled for adoption in the latter half of 2012. This is an ambitious
target and there is a strong possibility that the adoption of the new policy will be delayed and fall into 2013 during
the Irish Presidency of the EU.

A reformed CFP is a critical policy issue for Ireland as it will shape the strategic blueprint for the European fishing
industry for the next decade. The CFP impacts on the social, economic and environmental pillars of the wider
Register for Newsletter seafood industry and the proposals will hold both opportunities and risks for Ireland.

My overarching goal for the new CFP is for a sustainable, profitable and self reliant industry that protects and
enhances the social and economic fabric of rural coastal communities dependent on the seafood sector, while
balancing these objectives with the need to deliver a sustainable and eco centred fisheries landscape for future
LATEST PRESS generations. | am pursuing initiatives that will deliver and sustain jobs in coastal communities rather than those that
RELEASES promote the concentration of wealth and delivery of excessive profits for a few big international businesses.

I can broadly support the general thrust of the proposals put forward by the Commission in their proposal of 13"
July on such key issues as enhanced conservation, rebuilding fish stocks, reducing discarding of fish, introducing
more selective fishing gears to allow small fish and unwanted by catches to escape and the use of multi annual
plans as a primary tool to rebuild and manage fish stocks. However | have differing views on some key points from
an Irish perspective. Subject to further negotiation on important details in respect of those issues | would expect
CAP that by the conclusion of the negotiations, | would hope to be in a position to support these important elements of
the Reform proposals. Within the package there are specific issues that are of critical importance to Ireland which |
will address in more detail.

In this Issue:

Milk Quotas

| have serious concerns about the implications of the Commissions intention to impose the mandatory introduction
Single Payments of individually transferable concessions (quotas). Under this system, fish quotas would be allocated as tradeable
commodities to private individuals and companies for at least 15 years and those individuals would be permitted to

Reps 4 sell on the quotas.
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There is serious concern in Ireland that under the current set of proposals, which the Commission has published,
there is a real risk that the economic benefit from our quotas will be increasingly lost to Ireland. We fear that large
European conglomerates, registering in Ireland, would buy up our quotas and increasingly land them abroad. This
would cost us thousands of jobs around the coast and would starve our growing seafood processing industry of raw
material. At this point, we can see no safeguards that could be built into the proposals which would prevent this
happening.
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In relation to discards, | fully support the objectives on addressing the unacceptable and wasteful practice of
discarding as set in this proposal. The Commission proposal involves the introduction of a ban on discarding of fish
which would be applied incrementally over the period 2014 to 2016. The discarding of fish makes no sense at any
level and must be ended. | believe that we need radical action to bring an end to this wasteful practice which is as
abhorrent to fishermen as it is to the general public. The Commission proposal for a ban is too simplistic and is
more likely to result in the concealment of the practice than a change in the behaviour. | am absolutely committed
to addressing the problem in a practical and progressive manner working directly with fishermen and scientists.

Reaqister for Newsletter

The retention of the Hague Preferences is a key issue for Ireland as it gives Irish Fishermen a safety net of
additional quotas when stock levels go below a certain point. In the Commission proposal, the Hague

Preferences are recognised in the same manner as here to fore. Ireland sought their full integration into the CFP to
avoid the current situation where their application each year is a matter for decision by the EU Fisheries Council. |
LATEST PRESS will continue to pursue this approach but | am fully aware that we may face opposition for their inclusion, in any
RELEASES form, from those Member States who lose quota when they are invoked.

In terms of the process, there is a long road to take before the reform of the CFP is finalised, many Member States
will have conflicting agendas on certain issues. Commissioner Damanaki has visited Ireland and | had a good
opportunity to set out Irelandbs priorities and to g

In this Issue: and the likely impacts of her proposals, both positive and negative.
CAP | have been actively buildinq1 alliances with like minded colleagues in Europe. | met with my French Counterpart
Minister Le Maireonthe 30"Sept ember and issued a joint communi que@
Milk Quotas closely on sustainability measures including discards, regionalisation and importantly on our opposition to the

proposals on ITQs as they currently stand.
I intend to build further alliances where possible, and continue to liaise with our industry and other stakeholders to
Single Payments pursue and secure |Irelandds priorities in a reformed
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Farm Safety

In my role as the Minister with responsibility for Agriculture | have continually indicated my strong personal interest
in the issue of farm health and safety and | have committed myself to using every opportunity and media interview
available to me to promote and raise awareness among farmers and the rural community of farm health and safety.

A number of specific initiatives which | have been directly involved in include:

. In June of this year, | provided the opening address at the National Farm Safety Conference which was
held by the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) in Roscommon. The theme of the conference was
Livestock Safety which is one of the main causes of farm fatalities in Ireland after tractors and machinery
related incidents.

. I'n June, | al so attended Dublin Zoo to | aunch
request of Agri-Aware.

. In August, | provided the opening address at the annual International meeting on Agricultural
Occupational Health and Safety, held for the first time this year in Ireland.

. I'n September the Irish Farmerdés Journal cont ai
contributed a short piece promoting an increased awareness of farm safety and focusing in particular on
the need to change farming attitudes, which | believe is a key issue in farm safety.

. | also attended and lent my support to the Health & Safety Authority stand at the National Ploughing
Championships in Athy, a few weeks ago in September.

On top of these initiatives which | have been involved in, my Department is also very strongly committed to
promoting farm safety in tandem with the Health and Safety Authority, which is responsible for health and safety in
the workplace, and my Department is represented on the Farm Safety Partnership Advisory Committee.

Tragically this year there have already been 18 fatalities in agriculture with a further 5 fatalities in the fisheries
sector. This follows the unprecedented 22 deaths in farming and 4 in fishing in 2010. The statistics consistently
indicate that the highest proportion of farm fatalities involve accidents with tractors and other farm
machinery. Livestock, and in particular bulls, come next, followed by falls and drowning accidents. Despite the
good work being carried out by the HSA, the Farm Safety Partnership, Teagasc, the Agricultural Consultants
Association and the farming bodies, we have not had the desired impact on reducing farm fatality figures.

| am totally committed to supporting farm health and safety initiatives as is my Department. There is legislation in
place under the 2005 Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act and this Act places the same duties on farmers as on
other self-employed people to provide a safe place and a safe system of work for their employees. The HSA has
doubled its safety inspections in 2011 to 3,000.

While enforcement has a role to play, the key in my view to bringing about a change in farm fatality figures is to
bring about a cultural change among farmers regarding farm health and safety. The key to bringing about that
cultural change is self-regulation by farmers, by which | mean farmers need to challenge themselves in relation to
the potential for their tractor or livestock or other aspect of their farming to bring about the next fatality and most
importantly, what they can do to prevent a fatality from happening. Farmers themselves need to make farm safety
an integral part of farming culture.

The farm safety strategy is fundamentally about changing attitudes through raising awareness. Teagasc have been
very active to date in providing farm safety training to farmers nationwide. My own Department is dealing with the
farm safety element in the Dairy Efficiency Programme 2010-2012. This is especially relevant because the Dairy
sector consistently has the highest number of farm fatalities out of all the farming enterprises. Farm safety is given
a prominent place on my Departmentédés website and fa
specifications as they are drawn up or reviewed. My department will continue to support and work with the Food
Safety Partnership Advisory Committee, the HSA, Teagasc and others in achieving a reduction in fatalities and
accidents on Irish farms.

Minister Coveney with left,

Pat Walsh from BARE-CO
and Martin OOH
Executive HSA put on a
safety guard wide angle
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Pictures from the Ploughing Championships
held in Athy from 20th to 22nd September 2011
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Food Simon Coveney
T.D. with Ciaran
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Hara and Jackie
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Hara's Foxford, Co.
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Minister for Agriculture Fisheries & Food
Simon Coveney T.D on Samco Stand.
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Anna Marie
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Above: Minister for Agriculture
Fisheries & Food Simon Coveney
T.D. cooks some sausages

Above: Minister for Agriculture Fisheries & Food Simon
Coveney T.D. with Zoe Kavanagh, Chief Executive National
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